FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 30, 2013

The Dentsu Group’s Aegis Media Italy Acquires
a Majority Stake in Digital Marketing Services Provider
Simple Agency
Dentsu Inc. (Tokyo: 4324; ISIN: JP3551520004; President & CEO: Tadashi Ishii; Head
Office: Tokyo; Capital: 71,204.7 million yen) announced today that Aegis Media Italia spa
(hereinafter “Aegis Media Italy”), one of its subsidiaries under the umbrella of its global
operating unit Dentsu Aegis Network Ltd., has reached an agreement with the principal
shareholders of Simple Agency srl, a leading digital marketing agency in Italy, to acquire a
70% stake in the company. Under the terms of the agreement, Simple Agency will become a
wholly owned subsidiary of Aegis Media Italy by 2019.
The acquisition of Simple Agency will reinforce the Dentsu Group’s competitiveness in the
digital arena in Italy, one of the top 20 advertising markets. Together with the accelerating
shift in advertising spend from traditional to digital media, the strengthening of the digital
domain in general is becoming an important issue in this market. In light of this situation,
along with enhancing the quality of its digital marketing services, the Group will build a strong
foundation in the rapidly growing digital performance marketing domain and utilize
economies of scale to expand its business.
To date, Aegis Media’s digital performance agency iProspect1 has been at the center of the
Group’s digital services business in Italy. Now that Aegis Media Italy has joined forces with
Simple Agency, a new generation digital marketing services provider which leverages the
potential of digital advertising through a multichannel management model based on display,
automated buying, video advertising, performance media, search, mobile and social, the
Group has taken a leading position in digital performance marketing in Italy and will further
hone its competitive edge in the digital marketing services ecosystem in this important
market. A profile of Simple Agency is provided on the following page.
The impact of this transaction on Dentsu’s consolidated financial results for the fiscal year
ending March 31, 2014 is expected to be minimal.
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iProspect is a leading global digital performance agency based in the United Kingdom.
With offices in 40 countries, the company helps many of the world's most successful brands maximize
their online marketing ROI.

Profile of Simple Agency
Company Name:

Simple Agency srl

Location:

Milan, Italy

Date of Establishment:

April 2008

Capital:

EUR 50,000

Shareholding Ratio:

Aegis Media Italia spa 70% (after acquisition of shares)
 Simple Agency will become a wholly owned subsidiary
of Aegis Media Italia spa by 2019

Gross Profit:

EUR 26,500,000 (year ended December 2012)

Principal Management Personnel: Marco Caradonna (CEO)
Sandro Moretti (President)
Umberto Bottesini (Partner-Client Director)
Number of Employees:

26

Line of Business:

Digital marketing services
#####

Contact:

Shusaku Kannan
Senior Manager
Corporate Communications Division
Telephone: (813) 6216-8042
E-mail: s.kannan@dentsu.co.jp
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